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The Odditorium of Self-Made Freaks: 
Resources 

 
These resources, as well as others, were used to guide me in the creation of the 
content of the Odditorium. 
 
Freak Shows/Side Shows/Dime Museums 
History of Freak Shows 
 
History of Menageries 
 
 A Brief Review of the Term” Freak” and “Freak Shows” 

The Legacy of Dime Museums and the Freakshow : How the Past Impacts the Present 

A Cabinet of Curiosities Presents - A History of SideShow Exhibitions and Acts 
 
Dangerous Bodies: Freak Shows, Expression, and Exploitation 
 
DR. SOANES’ ODDITORIUM OF WONDERS: THE 19TH CENTURY DIME 
MUSEUM IN A CONTEMPORARY CONTEXT 
 
THE DIME MUSEUM- Atlantic Monthly Magazine  
 
I Didn’t See You There 
 
About “Bearded Ladies” 
Bearded Ladies in History 
 
“The Story of Annie Jones, P. T. Barnum’s Bearded Lady” by Gina Dimuro 
 
Joanne Furio writes about Allison Landa’s memoir, Bearded Lady 
 
What’s in a Name? by Amy Guenther (from The Bearded Lady Project) 
 
“Women Don Beards to Highlight Gender Bias in Science” by Robert Sanders 
 
“Lessons of the Bearded Lady” by Sean Trainor 
 
Enfreakment and Staring 
“Returning the Gaze: Enfreakment in Disability Photography” by Aurora Berger 
 
“What People with Disabilities Wish Able-Bodied People Knew About Staring” by Neil Derick 
Debevoise 
 
“Staring at the Other” by Rosemarie Garland-Thomson 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/nfca/researchandarticles/freakshows
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/nfca/projects/menagerieshistory
https://www.britannica.com/art/freak-show
https://aaslh.org/the-legacy-of-dime-museums-and-the-freakshow-how-the-past-impacts-the-present/
https://sheffield.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/api/collection/p15847coll21/id/464/download
https://escholarship.org/content/qt1g32z0dx/qt1g32z0dx.pdf?t=nnbys0
https://opus.uleth.ca/handle/10133/3426
https://opus.uleth.ca/handle/10133/3426
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1909/02/the-dime-museum/639162/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/films/didntseeyouthere
https://owlcation.com/humanities/Bearded-Ladies-in-History
https://allthatsinteresting.com/annie-jones-bearded-lady
https://www.berkeleyside.org/2022/11/23/bearded-lady-allison-landa-memoir
https://www.berkeleyside.org/2022/11/23/bearded-lady-allison-landa-memoir
https://thebeardedladyproject.com/about/whats-in-a-name/
https://news.berkeley.edu/2019/08/15/women-don-beards-to-highlight-gender-bias-in-science/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2015/12/lessons-of-the-bearded-lady/418038/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2015/12/lessons-of-the-bearded-lady/418038/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2015/12/lessons-of-the-bearded-lady/418038/
http://auroraberger.com/returning-the-gaze
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nelldebevoise/2021/08/26/what-people-with-disabilities-wish-able-bodied-people-knew-about-staring/?sh=3a245bc61ff4
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nelldebevoise/2021/08/26/what-people-with-disabilities-wish-able-bodied-people-knew-about-staring/?sh=3a245bc61ff4
https://dsq-sds.org/article/view/610/787
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The Odditorium of Self-Made Freaks: 
Resources 

 
 
 
 
Ableism and Disability Histories 
“Words Matter, And It’s Time To Explore The Meaning Of ‘Ableism’” by Andrew Pulrang 
 
#Ableism by Leah Smith - Center for Disability Rights 
 
“Reflections on Disability Histories” by Diane R. Wiener  
 
Disability Culture 
“Transmobility: Possibilities in Cyborg (Cripborg) Bodies” by Mallory Kay Nelson, Ashley 
Shew, and Bethany Stevens 
 
“Bad Cripple” Blog by Dr. William “Bill” Peace (d. July 3rd, 2019) 
 
Freakery Part 2; Emerging Issues in the Study of Disability  Policy and Law Part 1 
 
“Six Ways of Looking at Crip Time” by Ellen Samuels 
 
“Neurodiversity: Some Basic Terms & Definitions” by Nick Walker 
 
“What ‘Cripping’ Means” by Diane R. Wiener and Rachael Zubal-Ruggieri (from “‘Cripping’ the 
Comic Con”) 
 
About Chang and Eng Reconnected: The Original Siamese Twins in American Culture by 
Cynthia Wu (Temple University Press, 2012) 
 
“The Crip Couture Manifesto” by Chun-shan (Sandie) Yi 
 
Interview with Chris Knickerbocker of “Old Souls Home” (with Diane R. Wiener - in 
Wordgathering: A Journal of Disability Poetry and Literature) 
 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewpulrang/2020/10/25/words-matter-and-its-time-to-explore-the-meaning-of-ableism/?sh=6bd578f27162
https://www.cdrnys.org/blog/uncategorized/ableism/
https://www.nextavenue.org/reflections-on-disability-histories/
https://catalystjournal.org/index.php/catalyst/article/view/29617
https://catalystjournal.org/index.php/catalyst/article/view/29617
http://badcripple.blogspot.com/
https://dsq-sds.org/index.php/dsq/issue/view/31
https://dsq-sds.org/article/view/5824/4684
https://neuroqueer.com/neurodiversity-terms-and-definitions/
https://crippingthecon.com/more-on-what-cripping-means/
https://crippingthecon.com/more-on-what-cripping-means/
https://tupress.temple.edu/books/chang-and-eng-reconnected
https://tupress.temple.edu/books/chang-and-eng-reconnected
https://tupress.temple.edu/books/chang-and-eng-reconnected
https://tupress.temple.edu/books/chang-and-eng-reconnected
https://wordgathering.com/vol14/issue4/disability-futures/yi/
https://wordgathering.com/vol16/issue2/interviews/knickerbocker/
https://wordgathering.com/vol16/issue2/interviews/knickerbocker/
https://wordgathering.com/vol16/issue2/interviews/knickerbocker/
https://wordgathering.com/vol16/issue2/interviews/knickerbocker/

